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MONOGRAPH 

ITRAVESICAL PETHIDINE 
For Bladder Use Only 

Scope (Staff): Medical, Pharmacy, Nursing 

Scope (Area): All Clinical Areas 
  

Child Safe Organisation Statement of Commitment 
CAHS commits to being a child safe organisation by applying the National Principles for Child Safe 

Organisations. This is a commitment to a strong culture supported by robust policies and procedures to 
reduce the likelihood of harm to children and young people. 

This document should be read in conjunction with this DISCLAIMER 

 
QUICKLINKS 

Dosage/Dosage 
Adjustments 

Administration Compatibility Monitoring 

DRUG CLASS 

Pethidine (also known as Meperidine) is a synthetic opioid that exerts local anaesthetic effect.1 
Intravesical pethidine may be administered via a urethral or suprapubic tube that is placed in the 
bladder, as specified by the prescriber.2, 3 This intravesical tube may be a Foley catheter or a 
feeding tube.2, 3 
Pethidine is a High Risk Medicine.  

INDICATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 

• Treatment of bladder spasm post-ureteral implantation or other bladder surgery, under the 
direction of a Urologist.2  

• Site of administration (i.e. intravesical and catheter type) must be specified on the medication 
order. 
 

 
 

https://pch.health.wa.gov.au/For-health-professionals/Emergency-Department-Guidelines/CAHS-disclaimer
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/CAHS/CAHS.PM.HighRiskMedicines.pdf
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CONTRAINDICATIONS 

• Hypersensitivity to pethidine or any component of the formulation.1 

FORMULATIONS 

Listed below are products available at PCH, other formulations may be available, check with 
pharmacy if required: 

• 50 mg/mL ampoule. 
Imprest location: Formulary One 

DOSAGE & DOSAGE ADJUSTMENTS 

≥ 18 months of age: 1 mg/kg (max 100 mg) 4 hourly.2 

Dosing in Overweight and Obese Children: Dosing is based on actual body weight.2 
 

RECONSTITUTION & ADMINISTRATION2,3 

1. Draw up prescribed dose in a Luer slip syringe. 

2. In a separate Luer slip syringe, draw up 5 mL of sodium chloride 0.9% 

3. Drain all catheters 

4. Clamp suprapubic (SPC) and/or indwelling catheters (IDC) immediately distal (as close as 
possible) to the needleless ports. Do not clamp externalised ureteric catheters. 

5. Swab the site of administration with antiseptic wipes. 

6. Slowly instil pethidine through the specified site of administration that directly accepts a standard 
Luer slip syringe nozzle. Do not instil into balloon of catheter. 

 
7. Flush with 5 mL of sodium chloride 0.9%. 

8. Leave all catheters clamped for as long as tolerated by the child, up to a maximum duration of 
30 minutes. 

https://formulary.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/Imprest/Search?institutionCode=PCH
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/CAHS/PCH.PHARM.DrugDosingInOverweightAndObeseChildren2To18Years.pdf
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COMPATIBILITY (LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE)4 

Compatible fluids: sodium chloride 0.9%, glucose 5% 
Compatible at Y-site: n/a 
Only commonly used drugs are listed below. This is not a complete list of incompatible drugs. 
Compatibilities of IV drugs must be checked when two or more drugs are given concurrently. 

INCOMPATIBLE drugs: n/a 
MONITORING 

 Assess and document pain scores: 

• Immediately before instillation. 

• During instillation. 

• At 10, 20, 30 and 60 minutes after instillation. 
Document baseline and post dose heart rate, level of sedation, respiration rate, oxygen saturation 
and blood pressure. 

ADVERSE EFFECTS 

Common: May cause local irritation.1 

STORAGE 

Store below 25ºC, protected from light.1 

Pethidine is a Schedule 8 (S8) medication and must be handled in accordance with the Schedule 
8 and Restricted Schedule 4 Medication Policy. 

INTERACTIONS 

This medication may interact with other medications; consult PCH approved references (e.g. 
Clinical Pharmacology), a clinical pharmacist or PCH Medicines Information Service on extension 
63546 for more information. 

**Please note: The information contained in this guideline is to assist with the preparation and administration 
of intravesical pethidine.  Any variations to the doses recommended should be clarified with the prescriber 
prior to administration** 

 

Related CAHS internal policies, procedures and guidelines  

Clinical Practice Manual: Pain Assessment 
Schedule 8 and Restricted Schedule 4 Medication Policy 
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